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About this Subject A John AdamsintroductionAmerican composer John Coolidge Adams (b. 1947, Worcester, MA) has created some of the most
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Introduction
At the time when the Internet provides an instant access to an incalculable amount of information
m about music and to the most diverse range of sources, well-organized reference works with their
curated content and confrolled vocabularies are more important than ever. They provide the most
direct entry point to the relevant information about a specific topic. The number of resources
In This Article N pertinent to music research, both available in print and in electronic databases, is growing daily and
Resources for Musical Research every source is capable of providing esoteric entries that can only hint at where one may start the
research. This article balances older reference works that have still not lost their significance for
Introduction music research with more recent resources and databases reflecting contemporary directions in the
Style Guides for English- control of sources and navigation of research tools. Resources included here should be in the
Language Writing about toolbox of every undergraduate and graduate student intending to do music research. Individual
Music sections are dedicated to English-language style guides for writing; reference works covering
o A e General Bibliographies of general music sources and specialized repertoires from the Middle Ages to the Baroque period;
IEW*‘_‘L?E&IE E i Literature on Music ?m !ograp'nes on music schol ar§I1 p and key enc;.-cl.op.emas: '.em‘molog.c.:al and ITIl?,lltI |ngu§
o i dictionaries; and key resources for research in music iconography, traditional musics, music theory,
General Bibliographies of - . . . . - . . . v
popular music, music librarianship, music publishing and printing, and music notation. The overview
ncludes D."Il',-' the all-inc usi\-'.e 'Ieferen-:.e works, covering the entire field of a specific .mus carea of .
scholarship. Excluded are bibliographies, correspondences, catalogues, iconographies, and thematic
catalogues concerned with individual artists. Also excluded are catalogues of specific libraries,

transcriptions of folk songs in specific geographic regions, and indexes of performances in particular
Related Articles @ A cifies or venues. Although such resources are crucially important in music scholarship, they can be
_ found in arficles on specific composers or topics.
Ethnomusicology
History of Music Theory Style Guides for English-Language Writing about Music
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Familiarity with the precise meaning of how musical terms have been used in the past is crucially
mpaortant for our understanding of the aesthetic and theoretical background of musical thoughts
expressed in compositions produced at the time. Although different in their scopes, Eggebrecht and
Riethmuller 1872-2006 and Randel 2003 are the most important modern terminological dictionaries
n the German and English languages, respectively. Definitions of music terms can be also found in
general music encyclopedias.

Eggebrecht, Hans Heinrich, and Albrecht Riethmuller, eds. Handwdrterbuch der musikalische
Terminologie. 6 loose-leafs binders. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1972-2006.

Save Citation » Export Citation » Share Citation »

Terminological dictionary providing the most detailed analysis of 247 music terms in their historica
perspeciives. For each term, its etymological and historical analysis is presented, showing changes
of its meaning through its history and providing contextual examples from the literature. Issued under
the auspices of the Akademie der Wissenschafien und Literatur Mainz.

[+] Find this resource:

Randel, Don Michael, ed. The Harvard Dictionary of Music. 4th ed. Cambridge, MA: Belknap,
2003.

Save Citation » Export Citation » Share Citation »

Terminological dictionary covering the entire field of Western music and selected terms related to
music of other cultures

[+] Find this resource:

Multilingual Music Dictionaries
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A seleclion of music terms can be found translated in every bilingual terminolegical dictionary.
pecific compilations of music terms, however, generally provide the most accurate translations, and
articularly useful are diclionaries providing eguivalencies of music terms in several languages
ogether. Heutling, et al. 2013 and Kaufmann 1990 include terms from a number of Asian languages.
euchimann 1977 is a dictionary with music terms in English and German. Leuchtmann, et al. 1980
nd Periic 1997 include equivalents for seven European languages each. Zhang 2009 includes
hinese terms franslated to English. Al Farugi 1921 provides glossary of Arabic terms with their
nglish equivalents.

al Farugi, Lois Ibsen. An Annotared Glossary of Arabic Musical Terms. Westport, CT:
Greenwood, 1981.

Save Citation » Export Citation » Share Citation »

Arabic-English glossary of musical terms, with entries listed from over 150 works on Arabian musicin
Arabic, English, French and German. Sources consulted include a selection of writings by Arab
music theorists and modern Western writers. Arabic terms are romanized.
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Terminological Music Dictionaries

Familiarity with the precise meaning of how musical terms have been used in the past is crucially
mpaortant for our understanding of the aesthetic and theoretical background of musical thoughts
expressed in compositions produced at the time. Although different in their scopes, Eggebrecht and
Riethmuller 1972-2006 and Randel 2003 are the most important modern terminological dictionaries
n the German and English languages, respectively. Definitions of music terms can be also found in
genaral music encyclopedias.

Eggebrecht, Hans Heinrich, and Albrecht Riethmuller, eds. Handwdrterbuch der musikalische
Terminologie. 6 loose-leafs binders. Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1972-2006.
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ermmologIcal dictionary providing me most aetalled analysis of 247 MUSIC Terms N el NiStorcal
perspectives. For each term, its etymological and historical analysis is presented, showing changes
iof its meaning through its history and providing contextual examples from the literature. Issued under
the auspices of the Akademis der Wissenschaften und Literatur Mainz.
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Randel, Don Michael, ed. The Harvard Dictionary of Music. 4th ed. Cambridge, MA: Belknap,
2003.
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Terminological dictionary covering the enfire field of Western music and selected terms related to
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Multilingual Music Dictionaries

A selection of music terms can be found translated in every bilingual terminological dictionary.
Specific compilations of music terms, howsver, generally provide the most accurate translations, and
particularly useful are dictionaries providing equivalencies of music terms in several languages
together. Heutling, et al. 2013 and Kaufmann 1990 include terms from a number of Asian languages.
Leuchtmann 1977 is a dictionary with music terms in English and German. Leuchtmann, et al. 1980
and Pericic 1997 include equivalents for seven European languages each. Zhang 2009 includes
Chinese terms translated to English. Al Farugi 1981 provides glossary of Arabic terms with their
English equivalents.

al Faruqi, Lois Ibsen. An Annotared Glossary of Arabic Musical Terms. Westport, CT:
Greenwood, 1981.

Save Citation » Export Citation » Share Citation »
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